
A small selection of Ringling incidents: 

Lion died from apparent heatstroke and dehydration after traveling 

through the Mojave Desert in a boxcar. 

Sea lion found dead in her transport container. 

Horse collapsed and died during an animal march. 

Two horses struck and killed by freight train as they were being 

unloaded from the Ringling circus train. 

Baby elephant euthanized after fracturing his hind legs when he fell 

from a circus pedestal.  Undersized at birth and malnourished as his 
mother (7 yrs old) was bred before coming of age for impregnation 

(18 yrs for elephants), and therefore unable to nurse her baby. 

Baby elephant drowned as he stepped into a pond, trying to escape 

trainer prodding him with a bullhook. 

Baby elephant died after being forced to perform, despite deadly 
condition: “shaky, not eating or drinking, hard time standing, bleed-

ing from rectum.” 

Tiger’s tail caught in transfer cage gate, causing severe laceration.  

Ringling cited by USDA for failure to prevent physical harm. 

Caged Bengal tiger shot 5 times by trainer, retaliating for attack 

against trainer’s brother during photo shoot. 

Feld Entertainment refused necropsy recommended by USDA when 

endangered Asian elephant, captured in wild, kept in solitary con-

finement in Las Vegas, died. 

Two elephants ran amok inside a San Juan arena, reportedly sus-

taining injuries after being chased under the arena's bleachers. An-

gelica, one of the elephants in the incident, was previously video-
taped being chained and beaten by bullhook, an incident for which 

Ringling is also under investigation.  

...and much more. 

Did you know?  

Ringling chains elephants in boxcars an average of 26 

straight hours (often 60 hours) when traveling. 

Promotions of Ringling ended by: 
VISA, Mastercard, D’Agostino (NYC grocer), 

Denny’s, Sears, and others.  Popularity is declining. 

Information obtained from:  
http://www.MediaPeta.com/Peta/PDF/RinglingFactSheet.pdf 
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